
Instrument Trivia for Kids 
 

True or False Questions: Answer “True” or “False” to each statement. 
1. All instruments in the “Brass Instruments” family are made from the metal brass. 
2. A piano has 7500 working parts.  
3. Evidence of ancient instruments has been discovered from as long as 2.5 million years 

ago.  
4. Medieval Italian violin strings were made from cat intestines.  
5. The main difference between an oboe and a clarinet is that the oboe is longer.  
6. There are five types of instruments when you categorize them by how they make 

sounds.  
7. The saxophone is a brass instrument.  
8. A symphony orchestra is bigger than a chamber orchestra.  
9. The guitar is the most popular instrument in the world.  
10. The largest instrument in the world is an organ.  

 
Multiple Choice Questions:  

1. Which of the following is NOT a percussion instrument? 
a. Glockenspiel 
b. Triangle 
c. Dulcimer 
d. Xylophone 

2. What is the real name of the cello? 
a. Violoncello 
b. Harpcello 
c. Basscello 
d. Cellochord 

3. Which is NOT an acceptable term for a person who plays the flute? 
a. Flautist 
b. Flutist 
c. Fluter 
d. Flutie 

4. Which materials are commonly used for instruments made in arctic regions? 
a. Wood and reeds 
b. Stone and bones 
c. Metals 
d. Clay and paper 

5. Which type of power has NOT been used to power a musical instrument? 
a. Nuclear 
b. Water 
c. Electric 
d. Clockwork 
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6. Which of the following is a real instrument? 
a. Lemoncello 
b. Violinano 
c. Nyckelharpa 
d. Pianolio 

7. Which of the following is NOT the name of a type of grand piano? 
a. Parlor Grand 
b. Concert Grand 
c. Baby Grand 
d. Ultimate Grand 

8. Which instrument provides a good source of exercise comparable to cycling or hiking? 
a. Trombone 
b. Drum 
c. Cymbals 
d. Bass 

9. Ukuleles usually have a figure-8 shape, but you can also find them in what other shape? 
a. Triangle 
b. Square 
c. Circle 
d. Diamond 

10. How many musicians are included in a quartet? 
a. 4 
b. 5 
c. 8 
d. 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Instrument Trivia for Kids Answers 
 

True or False Answers: 
1. False. They are all made from metals, but not always brass.  
2. True. Parts include keys, strings, and pins.  
3. True. Pipes and whistles have been found from this time period.  
4. False. This is a myth, but the strings were actually made from sheep intestines.  
5. False. The clarinet is actually a little longer. The main difference is an oboe uses two 

reeds while a clarinet uses one.  
6. True. Instruments can be classified as percussion, stringed, keyboard, wind,  

and electronic. 
7. False. It is considered a woodwind in a philharmonic orchestra.  
8. True. Chamber orchestras have about 50 or fewer musicians while symphony 

orchestras can have 100 or more.  
9. False. The piano is played by more people worldwide than any other instrument.  
10. True. The Great Stalacpipe organ in Virginia stretches across three acres.  

 
Multiple Choice Answers: 

1. C. Percussion instruments make noise when they are hit, the dulcimer is stringed.  
2. A. The name means “little big viola.” 
3. D. Flutist is the most positive and widely accepted name.  
4. B. In these cold regions they use materials they can easily find and that will last in snow. 
5. A. Examples of instruments run by these types of power are music boxes and  

church bells.  
6. C. This Swedish instrument has 16 strings  

and 37 keys.  
7. D. Each type of grand piano is a slightly  

different size than the others.  
8. B. Drumming is a great form of exercise. 
9. B. Some ukuleles also come in oval shapes  

or boat paddle shapes.  
10. A. It includes 4 separate instruments played  

by 4 separate people.  
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