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	Text1: Today, we gather to remember Geoffrey Alexander Jones. He was a loving father, husband, and friend. What, exactly, is a memory and how does it impact life for the living? The dictionary defines a memory as an image or impression of someone or something in the past. This describes our friend as he relates to us now. We all undoubtedly have a picture in our minds that pops up as soon as we hear his name. Mine is an image of him smiling one day when we were kids. He had just caught his first fish on one of our homemade fishing poles. Yours is likely to be something else entirely. That is the beauty of remembrance. We each get to remember him exactly as we’d most like to.  The process of creating a memory is very scientific, and yet it is also emotional. First, we must pick up something with our senses. His deep laugh or that firm handshake come to mind. If this experience is powerful enough, important enough, it moves from our short-term memory to our long-term memory. We all stand here today because Geoff was important enough to keep thinking of.  Through repetition, this memory becomes stored, a permanent fixture in our minds. Every time you’ve thought of him or heard about him since he died has helped solidify his memory in your mind. Then you kept thinking about him from time to time so the memory could be retained. And you talked about him with friends and family, recalling what he was like and how he impacted your life.  People cannot function or move forward without memories. We cannot function and move forward in life without our memories of Geoff. I have shared some of my favorite recollections about the life of my dear friend. I now invite you to share yours. Together we will keep his memory alive in this world and in each of our minds.  
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