
Breed Physical Characteristics Personality Characteristics

Airedale Terrier

•   The Airedale Terrier is the largest dog in 
the terrier group. 

•  They weigh between 40 to 70 pounds. 

•   They have muscular bodies, long heads, 
and a straight tail. 

•  Their fur is thick and wiry with a double- 
coat. They should get a weekly brushing 
and regular stripping of dead fur.  

•   Airedales are independent dogs that are very smart 
and high-energy. 

•  They are known for having a funny,  
clownish side. 

•   They may not get along with other animals. 

•  They enjoy people and make good  
family companions. 

Akita

•   Akitas are the largest Japanese breed and 
are part of the Spitz group. 

• They weigh between 75 to 120 pounds. 

•  They have webbed feet for swimming and 
powerful bodies. 

•  They blow their coat twice a year and 
need a daily brushing during these  
shedding periods and weekly brushing at 
other times. 

•  Akitas are very intelligent and instinctively act as 
guardians for their families. 

•  They are known to be good with children but 
necessarily other pets, even other Akitas. 

•  They have calm temperaments and other than a daily 
walk do not require a lot of exercise. 

American Cocker 
Spaniel 

•  American Cocker Spaniels weight 
between 18 and 28 pounds. 

•  They have medium-length hair that 
needs a daily brushing as well as 
some professional grooming sessions 
throughout the year. 

•  They have a sloped body, round heads, 
and long ears.  

•  These dogs are known for being friendly that enjoy 
being with people although they can become strongly 
loyal and bonded to their owners. 

•  They are energetic dogs that need a good amount  
of exercise. 

• They are good with children and other pets. 

American  
Staffordshire Terrier

•  These are powerfully built dogs with 
stocky, muscular, and athletic bodies. 

• They range from 40 to 60 pounds. 

•  They have a short coat that requires only 
a weekly brushing. 

•  These are powerfully built dogs with stocky, 
muscular, and athletic bodies. 

• They range from 40 to 60 pounds. 

•  They have a short coat that requires only a  
weekly brushing.  

Australian Cattle 
Dog

•  Australian Cattle Dogs have stocky, 
muscular bodies with a wide head and 
pricked ears. 

• They range from 32 to 35 pounds. 

•  They have a dense undercoat and short 
overcoat that is very weather resistant. 
They don’t need much grooming other 
than a bath when they shed twice a year. 

•  These are very high energy dogs that were bred to 
work. They are not a good fit for a relaxed  
lifestyle and can get bored and destructive  
easily. 

•  They tend to be protective of their owners and wary  
of strangers. 

•  They do not do well with children in general and can 
“herd” small children and nip at them. 

Australian Shepherd

•  These are medium-sized dogs that weigh 
35 to 65 pounds. 

•  Their body shape is longer than it is taller 
and they are a well-muscled dog. 

•  They have a medium-length double-coat 
that protects them in all types of weather. 
They require regular brushing and  
occasional trimming. 

•  A high-energy dog with a friendly personality who will 
adore his family but be a bit shy with strangers. 

•  They were bred to work and need to have adequate 
exercise and mental stimulation and an active 
household. 

•  They are very smart, easily trainable and a favorite 
for dog sports like agility. 

Basenji 

• Basenjis weigh on average 24 pounds. 

•  They have curved tails and a lean, 
muscular body, and distinctive erect ears. 

•  They have a short coat and require 
minimal grooming.  

• Basenjis weigh on average 24 pounds. 

•  They have curved tails and a lean, muscular body, 
and distinctive erect ears. 

•  They have a short coat and require  
minimal grooming.  

Basset Hound

•  This breed is known for their long,  
floppy ears, low-slung body and short, 
stocky legs. 

• Bassets weight about 60 pounds. 

•  They require minimal grooming other than 
an occasional bath and a daily cleaning 
around the eyes. They also drool quite  
a bit. 

•  Bassets are great family dogs and do well with other 
pets and children. 

•  Because they were bred for hunting, it can be difficult 
to get them to focus on you rather than scents. 

•  They are a good outdoor companion but are not a 
good fit for someone wanting a more athletic and 
high-energy dog. 

Beagle

•  Beagles have muscular, stout frames with 
a long body and distinctive long ears. 

•  They range in size from about 15 to 35 
pounds. 

•  They are a short-haired breed that needs 
brushing a few times a week and an 
occasional bath.  

•  A friendly breed, these dogs are wonderful family 
dogs that do well with children, other dogs and cats. 

•  They can be strongly scent-oriented which makes 
training them a bit challenging. 

•  They are known to be escape artists and for barking 
and howling.

 
 

 
Bernese Mountain 

Dog 

•  This is a large breed, weighing between 
80 to 110 pounds. 

•  They have a long double-coat that 
tolerates harsh weather well. 

•  Their coats are black, with a white blaze 
on their chest, head and toes and some 
symmetrical rust markings. 

•  They need several brushings a week and 
can shed heavily. 

•  Because of their size and energy, these are not a 
good choice for apartments or sedentary lifestyles. 

•  They do not tolerate heat well and owners in warmer 
climates should be careful to not overexercise when 
it’s hot out. 

•  They are a good family dog and love children. They 
tend to stay in the puppy stage for longer than many 
other breeds. 

Bichon Frise

• Bichons weigh between 7 and 12 pounds. 

•  They have a fluffy white coat, a blunt 
muzzle, and a high tail. 

•  They need daily brushings, special 
shampoo baths every two weeks, and a 
clipping every four to six weeks. 

•  Their eye area also needs regular 
cleaning to prevent tear staining. 

•  This dog has an exuberant and friendly personality 
and they love their human families. 

•  They are excellent family dogs and enjoy being with 
children and other pets. 

•  They have a tendency to bark and also are slow 
to mature and training and socialization are 
recommended. 

 

Bloodhound

•  Bloodhounds are large dogs that weigh 
about 90 to 110 pounds. 

•  They have a long face with many skin 
folds and droopy ears. Their body is long 
with the tail up and flagging over their 
backs. 

•  This breed has extensive grooming needs 
which include weekly brushing and daily 
cleaning of their skin folds and flews. They 
also need weekly ear cleanings. 

•  Bloodhounds are generally good-natured dogs that 
enjoy human companionship. 

•  Their elevated sense of smell can lead them to fixate 
on tracking which can make training challenging. 

•  Despite their size, they are not extremely active. 
They do best in a home with a large fenced yard and 
outdoor activities.

Border Collie

•  Border Collies are medium-sized dogs 
that weigh between 30 and 55 pounds. 

•  They are agile dogs with well-muscled, 
lean bodies designed for herding sheep. 

•  They have a double coat that can be 
rough or smooth. Though the black and 
white coat color is most recognized, they 
come in most coat colors. 

•  They require grooming of their undercoat 
every one to two months. They shed twice 
a year in the fall and spring. Frequent 
brushing is also necessary.  

•  Border Collies are considered one of the smartest 
breeds and this makes them a popular choice for dog 
sports and therapy work. 

•  They are very active and need regular mental and 
physical stimulation, otherwise, they can become 
bored and destructive. 

•  They are good family dogs although they can herd 
and nip at younger children. 

Border Terrier

•  This small breed weighs 11 to 15 pounds. 

•  Their face is described as looking like an 
otter. They have longer legs than other 
small members of the terrier group. 

•  Their coat is wiry and short and their 
undercoat needs stripping twice a year or 
more. They also need daily brushing.  

•  Border Terriers, while full of “terrier” attitude, are still 
one of the calmest of the terrier group and make 
good family dogs. 

•  They have a strong prey drive and enjoy digging and 
are barkers. 

•  They need lots of exercise and excel at dog sports 
but also can be good apartment dogs if they get their 
physical needs met. 

Boston Terrier

•  The breed’s average weight is 15 to 18 
pounds. 

•  They have muscular bodies with a 
brachycephalic (flat) face. 

•  They have a short, smooth coat and 
should be bathed at least every six weeks. 

•  Boston terriers are energetic dogs with a feisty 
temperament. 

•  They are very affectionate and are good family dogs. 

•  They need daily exercise and stimulation but can still 
be a good choice for an apartment or condo. 

Boxer

•  Boxers weigh approximately 60 pounds. 

•  They have a muscular and athletic body 
and a brachycephalic face. 

•  They are born with floppy ears and long 
tails but these are usually trimmed and 
docked. 

•  They have a smooth, short coat and need 
only regular brushing. 

•  These dogs have a clownish personality and are 
affectionate with their owners though sometimes 
wary of strangers. 

•  They are extremely energetic and require lots of 
exercise. 

•  They are known to be wonderful with children and 
are a good family choice. 

Brittany Spaniel

•  This is a medium-sized dog that weighs 
30 to 40 pounds.

•  They are either tailless or have short 
docked tails.  

•  The dense coat is flat or wavy with 
feathering on their legs and rear end. 
Grooming is not extensive with a brushing 
1 to 2 times a week and bathing as 
needed.

•  Brittany spaniels are outgoing, friendly dogs that love 
people. 

•  Because they were bred for working in the fields, this 
is a high-energy breed that needs lots of exercise. 
They would not do well in a small space like an 
apartment. 

• They are very intelligent and easy to train. 

Bullmastiff

•  The Bullmastiff is one of the largest dog 
breeds. They weigh between 100 and 130 
pounds. 

•  They have a very muscular frame and 
folds of skin near the head and neck. 

•  They have a short coat that only needs 
regular brushing and they do drool a lot  
so you’ll need to always have a towel  
on hand. 

•  Despite their intimidating size and look, these are 
generally calm dogs. 

•  They are instinctively protective of their owners and 
should be well socialized as puppies. 

•  They are not the best choice for a family with younger 
children because of their size and strength. 

Catahoula Leopard 
Dog

•  Catahoulas are medium-sized dogs that 
weigh 50 to 90 pounds. 

•  They have a stocky build, webbed feet 
and broad, flat skulls. They have striking 
eyes which can be light blue to golden 
brown. Heterochromia is very common. 

•  Their coat is short and thick and they are 
not heavy shedders and have minimal 
grooming needs.

•  This breed loves their people but is reserved with 
strangers and made good watchdogs. 

•  They are very independent and take longer than 
other breeds to reach full maturity. 

•  They are not a good fit for young children but can do 
well with older ones with training and socialization. 

Cavalier Kings 
Charles Spaniel

•  Cavaliers weigh between 12 and 18 
pounds. 

•  They have long ears and a sturdy body 
compared to other toy dogs. 

•  They have long hair which is straight 
or wavy. Their feet, tail, and legs are 
feathered. They require a lot of grooming 
including daily brushing, weekly ear care, 
and monthly baths.  

•  Like most spaniels, Cavaliers are friendly dogs that 
are affectionate to their families. 

•  They are energetic and can do very well with dog 
sports and are intelligent and easy to train. 

•  They do well with children, other dogs and cats but 
smaller pets should be avoided due to their hunting 
heritage. 

Chihuahua

•  Chihuahuas weigh up to 6 pounds. 

•  They have compact bodies with an “apple 
head” that is round with large, erect ears 
and short muzzles. 

•  They have either a short smooth coat or 
a long coat. The smooth coat dog needs 
only a regular bathing. The long coat 
needs a regular combing and bath.  

•  Chihuahuas have an abundance of personality and 
their temperament has been described as terrier-like. 

•  They are affectionate with people and do well with 
children, but are better with older children due to their 
small size. 

•  They are intelligent and easy to train although house 
training can be challenging. 

Chinese Crested

•  The Chinese crested weighs about 12 
pounds or less. 

•  They have a slender, delicate body with a 
long snout and inquisitive face. They have 
long feet that are called “hare-like.” 

•  They come in a Hairless and Powderpuff 
variety. They require regular bathing, more 
often for the Hairless variety. Powderpuffs 
needs regular brushing. 

•  Their skin can change color during the 
year, getting darker as it gets warmer. 
Because of their sensitive skin, they  
are prone to many skin conditions  
and sunburn. 

•  Chinese cresteds are affectionate dogs that love 
cuddling, but they have a sensitive side. They can 
become anxious when left alone. 

•  They do well with children but older children are  
a better fit as they are small, delicate dogs. 

•  They are very athletic and you can find them 
competing in dog sports, but their exercise  
needs are moderate enough to be a good fit for  
an apartment.

Chinese Shar-Pei

•  The Shar-Pei is a unique looking dog with 
distinctive wrinkles all over their bodies. 

•  They weigh between 45 and 60 pounds. 

•  They have a short, rough coat and regular 
brushing is necessary. They also need 
biweekly baths to clean out the areas 
between the wrinkles. 

•  Because of their wrinkled body, they are 
prone to skin conditions. 

•  Their tongue and the insides of their 
mouths is a bluish-black color. 

•  The Shar-Pei is good with their families but wary  
of strangers. 

•  Socialization and training are necessary as they  
can become territorial of the home as adults. 

•  They are not overly athletic and do well with  
a moderate amount of exercise. They can  
overheat easily. 

•  They don’t always do well with other dogs as dog 
fighting was part of their initial breeding. 

Chow Chow

•  The Chow Chow is a heavy-boned dog 
with a thick, rough coat. The dog is 
compared to a lion due to the fur framing 
its head. 

• The average weight is 45 to 75 pounds. 

• The breed has a blue or black tongue. 

•  They shed a great deal and daily brushing 
is required.  

•  Chow Chows tend to be reserved and are wary of 
strangers. Their vision is also limited and they do not 
tolerate well approaches from the side. 

•  They are not a good choice for families with children. 

•  They are good with adults with a quiet lifestyle and 
don’t have high exercise needs. 

Dachshund

•  The breed comes in three different sizes: 
standard (about 24 pounds), miniature 
(about 10 pounds), and toy (up to 8 
pounds). 

• They have long bodies with short legs. 

•  Dachshund coats are either long, short or 
wired. They have minimal grooming needs 
and are easy to care for. 

•  Dachshunds are affectionate dogs who make 
good family pets although older children are better 
because of their small size. 

• They have a feisty side with a strong prey drive. 

•  Although they are intelligent, they can be challenging 
to house train. 

Dalmatian

•  Dalmatians are known for their distinctive 
white coat with black or liver spotting. 

• They weigh from 50 to 70 pounds. 

•  They are easy to care for and grooming 
consists of just a regular brushing. 

•  Dalmatians are high-energy and need a lot  
of exercise. 

•  They are good with their families but can be wary and 
territorial regarding strangers. 

•  They can be reactive when startled and may nip 
at younger children so a home with older kids is 
recommended. 

English Bulldog

•  English bulldogs weigh approximately  
50 pounds. 

•  They have broad chests and short, 
heavy-boned legs with short tails. They 
have wrinkling on their head, neck, and 
shoulders. 

•  Their snout is brachycephalic and their 
jaws are undershot. 

•  Their coat is short and they only need a 
brushing two to three times a week. They 
are prone to skin problems because of 
their wrinkled skin and the folds should be 
cleaned weekly. 

•  Bulldogs look like tough dogs but they actually have a 
friendly disposition. 

•  They do very well with children if they grow up with 
them, but they do better with older children because 
of their size and strength. 

•  They should be trained and socialized early on. 
You may need a harness to walk them because of 
breathing problems.

French Bulldog

• Frenchies weigh about 28 pounds or less. 

•  They look similar to an English bulldog but 
they have a broader muzzle and erect, 
batlike ears. 

•  They have a short coat that requires 
minimal brushing and a monthly bath. 
Their face should be cleaned daily  
though as the skin folds can lead to  
skin problems.  

•  Blessed with a clown-like nature and friendly 
disposition, they make excellent family and 
companion dogs. 

•  They are very intelligent dogs and have been found 
competing in dog sports. 

•  They can be very “talkative” including various types 
of vocalizations as well as barking. 

German Shepherd 
Dog

• The breed runs about 50 to 90 pounds. 

•  They are large, athletic dogs bred to work 
tirelessly with a body frame to match. 

•  They have short, thick coats and some 
may have longer coats than others. They 
do shed a lot and need a daily brushing. 
Bathing at least once or twice a month is 
recommended as well.  

•  The German Shepherd is a highly intelligent dog who 
is easy to train and require early socialization and 
regular exercise. 

•  They are good protective dogs as they are cautious 
around strangers. 

•  They are good family dogs if properly socialized 
from puppyhood and they are affectionate with their 
humans. 

German  
Shorthaired Pointer

•  This pointer breed weighs between 55 to 
70 lbs.

• They are athletic dogs with a sleek body. 

•  Their coats are short and hard and need 
only a weekly brushing and a twice-
monthly bath. Their ears should also 
be cleaned once a week as they are 
susceptible to ear infections.

•  The German Shorthaired Pointer is an energetic and 
intelligent dog with a friendly temperament. 

•  They need a good amount of exercise and enjoy 
being outdoors. They would not be a good choice for 
apartment living.

Golden Retriever

• Golden Retrievers weigh 55 to 75 pounds. 

•  There are two types of Goldens. Field-
bred dogs are smaller with a redder coat 
and show-bred dogs are bigger, with a 
golden, longer coat and feathering. 

•  They require a few brushings a week and 
baths twice a month though you may need 
to do more with a show-bred dog.  

•  Golden Retrievers are much-loved family dogs 
because of their happy, loyal temperament and 
gentleness with children. 

•  They are easy to train and enjoy participating in dog 
sports, therapy, and guide dog work. 

•  They are energetic dogs who do require a lot of 
exercise and stimulation. 

Great Dane

•  The breed can weigh up to 200 pounds, 
with males larger than females. 

•  Though they are often seen with pricked 
ears, they are naturally long and hanging. 

•  They have powerful, muscular bodies with 
long legs and a dignified face. 

•  They have a short, smooth coat that 
needs daily brushing and the occasional 
bath. 

•  Despite their imposing size, Great Danes are friendly, 
funny dogs who enjoy all people, including children. 

•  They can be wary of strangers and protective of 
their families and early socialization and training are 
important. 

•  They are generally calm dogs and don’t have huge 
exercise needs other than a daily walk. 

Greyhound

• Greyhounds weigh 65 to 80 pounds. 

•  They are slim, tall dogs with a narrow, 
streamlined body designed for racing. 

•  Their coats are short and are easy to 
care for. They should be bathed only as 
needed. Because of their lean bodies  
and short coats, they are sensitive to  
heat and cold. 

•  Greyhounds are calm dogs who enjoy lounging on 
the couch. 

•  They tend to get along well with other dogs but have 
a high prey drive and are not a good fit for homes 
with cats and small dogs. 

•  They prefer a quiet lifestyle, especially dogs 
rescued from racetracks, and some may do better 
with a second dog around as they can suffer from 
separation anxiety. 

Irish Setter

•  The Irish Setter weighs between 60 and 
70 pounds. 

•  They have a long body, legs, and neck 
with hanging ears and a medium-sized 
snout. 

•  They are known for their stunning 
medium-length red coat which can be 
straight or wavy. 

•  Despite the striking appearance of their 
coat, they only need a weekly brushing 
and a monthly bath. 

•  Irish Setters can be very excitable and are very  
high energy. 

•   They can be challenging to train due to their 
temperament but starting early can help make 
training easier. 

•  They love being with people and have no problems 
meeting strangers. 

•  They do best in active homes where they will get the 
exercise they need. An apartment would not be a 
good fit for them. 

Labrador Retriever

•  Labrador Retrievers weigh about  
70 pounds. 

•  They have a large head, athletic body,  
and an “otter-like” tail. 

•  They have a short coat that needs a bath 
once a month and regular brushing to 
prevent shedding. 

•  Their ears should be cleaned once  
a week. 

•  They only come in three colors: black, 
yellow and chocolate. 

•  Labs rank as the number one breed by the American 
Kennel Club for several years in a row. 

•  They are loved as an affable, stable family dog that 
loves children and does well with other pets. 

•  They are easy to train but need a lot of exercise. 
They are a good choice for active homes that do 
outdoor activities and dog sports. 

Maltese

• This small dog weighs 6 to 9 pounds. 

•  They have a long, flowing coat which is 
usually white but can come in ivory. 

•  They need a lot of grooming with daily 
brushings. They need to be bathed weekly 
to keep up their coat color and prevent 
tear stains. 

•  Maltese are playful little dogs who are very 
affectionate. 

•  They tend to bond to one person so early 
socialization and interaction with other people is 
important. 

•  They can be challenging to house train. 

•  While they do love children, they would be better with 
older kids due to their small, delicate size. 

Papillon

•  Papillons weigh between 6 and 10 
pounds. 

•  They are fine-boned dogs with a plumed 
tail and large, round ears that remind one 
of a butterfly’s wings (their name means 
butterfly in French). 

•  Their coat is silky and easy to care for. 
They should be based every six weeks 
and coat combed regularly.  

•  Despite their dainty appearance, these are active 
dogs who need regular exercise. Many actually excel 
in sports like agility. 

•  They are affectionate and enjoy cuddling with their 
people. 

•  They do have a tendency to bark a lot but are also 
easy to train and very responsive to people. 

Pembroke Welsh 
Corgi 

• Corgis weigh 25 to 30 pounds. 

•  These dogs have a unique look with a low, 
stocky build, short legs, and erect ears. 

•  They have thick fur that sheds twice 
yearly. They don’t need much grooming 
other than a brushing once a week. 

•  Corgis are intelligent, funny dogs who are easy 
to train. 

•  They are popular choices for dog sports like agility 
and herding. 

•  They can do well with children but need early 
socialization as they can be nippy and herd small 
children and can be protective of them when 
strangers come to visit. 

Pomeranian 

• Poms weigh about 3 to 7 pounds. 

•  They have a teddy bear-like appearance 
with upright ears and a fluffy body, 
expressive eyes and engaging “smile.” 

•  Their double-coat and feathered tail 
require a lot of grooming to prevent mats 
and tear stains. They should be brushed 
several times a week and a bath about 
every three weeks. 

•  Poms are confident, outgoing dogs with lots of 
energy. 

•  They are easy to train and make good trick and agility 
dogs. 

•  They would do better in homes with older children as 
they are not tolerant of being mishandled. 

•  They need daily exercise but still can be excellent 
apartment dogs. 

Portuguese Water 
Dog 

•  This breed weighs 42 to 60 pounds for 
males and 25 to 50 pounds for females. 

•  The dog has an athletic build, thick tail 
and webbed feet. 

•  They have a thick coat that can be wavy 
or curly and is water-resistant. 

•  They need regular brushing and bathing 
and trips to the groomer if you want them 
professionally trimmed.  

•  Portuguese Water Dogs are intelligent dogs who 
respond well to training and working with people. 

•  They are very active and athletic and excel at most 
dog sports. They particularly love swimming. 

•  They need a good amount of exercise to keep them 
from becoming destructive. 

•  They are good family dogs and can live with other 
dogs and with cats if they grow up with them. 

Pug

• Pugs weigh between 14 and 18 pounds. 

•  They have a round, brachycephalic face 
with short, hanging ears. 

•  Their coat is usually golden or fawn with 
some black on the face and ears. Some 
pugs may be black, apricot or silver. 

•  Their coat is easily cared for with a 
monthly bath, weekly ear cleaning, and 
a daily face cleaning. They should be 
brushed two to three times a week.  

•  Pugs are smart little dogs that have friendly 
temperaments. 

•  They make good family pets and enjoy children and 
other dogs. 

•  Pugs don’t require a lot of exercise and care should 
be taken to not let them overheat. 

•  They may great companions for more sedentary 
adults and apartment dwellers. 

Rottweiler 

• Rottweilers weigh from 75 to 135 pounds. 

•  They have big heads and powerfully  
built bodies. 

•  Their double coat is black and tan and 
they are easy to care for. They need a 
weekly brushing and more when they 
shed in the spring and fall.  

•  Rottweilers can be territorial and need 
early socialization and training. 

•  They can be friendly, goofy dogs or more serious and 
quiet depending on the dog. 

•  They can be good with children but may be protective 
when your children’s friends come to play. 

•  They require a moderate amount of daily exercise. 

Saint Bernard

•  The St. Bernard is a large, heavyset dog 
that weighs from 100 to 200 pounds. 

•  They have droopy ears, long flews, and a 
medium-sized snout. 

•  They can have a short or long coat both 
of which have thick hair. Their coats are 
resistant to cold weather, snow, and ice. 

•  They have minimal grooming needs. They 
should be brushed regularly and their eye 
area should be cleaned daily. 

•  St. Bernards tend to be calm, gentle dogs who love 
people. 

•  They are good family dogs but require early training. 

•  They love children but small children can be an issue 
as the dog may unintentionally hurt them because of 
their size. 

•  They do not require a lot of exercises and they do not 
do well in the heat. 

Shih Tzu

•  The Shih Tzu weighs between 9 and 16 
pounds. 

•  They have a heavier build than other toy 
dogs. Their bodies are compact with a tail 
set high and over their back and round 
heads with short muzzles. 

•  They have a lovely long double coat that is 
often worn in a topknot on their heads. 

•  They do require a moderate to high 
amount of grooming depending on how 
you want their coats to look and whether 
you will use a professional groomer.  

•  Although the show version of the dog looks fancy and 
aloof, these are actually very friendly dogs who are a 
good choice for families. 

•  They have moderate, even temperaments and enjoy 
playing and being active just as much as lying about 
on the couch. 

• They need a small amount of daily exercise. 

•  They are easy to train and have been used 
successfully in several dog sports. 

Standard Poodle

•  The Standard Poodle weighs from 45 to 
70 pounds. 

•  They have an elegant frame with long 
legs, a long slender snout, and long ears. 

•  Their coat is tightly curled and coarse and 
is very resistant to water. They require a 
lot of grooming which includes brushing 
several times a week, a weekly bath and a 
trim at least twice a month. 

•  They are known for elaborate trims which 
look ornamental but actually served to 
keep the dog warm during hunting and 
retrieving in cold water. 

•  Poodles are highly intelligent dogs that excel at 
training as well as dog sports and therapy and 
service dog work. 

•  Though they look elegant and aloof, they are actually 
very friendly and outgoing dogs who are affectionate 
with their owners. 

•  They are good family dogs and do very well  
with children. 

Standard Rough 
Collie

• Collies weigh from 50 to 75 pounds. 

•  They have long, flat heads with upright 
ears and intelligent eyes. 

•  Their bodies are long and lean with a  
long tail. 

•  Their coats are long and require brushing 
several times a week. They shed in the 
spring and fall and require more frequent 
brushings during this time. 

•  Known as the “Lassie” dog to millions, the Collie is a 
loving, intelligent dog that is a wonderful family pet. 

• They can be aloof with strangers at first. 

•  They do well with other dogs and cats and are very 
easy to train. 

•  They excel at many dog sports such as agility  
and herding. 

Weimaraner

• Weimaraners weigh from 55 to 90 pounds. 

•  They have a lean, athletic body with long, 
drooping ears. A medium-length muzzle 
and expressive eyes. Their tail is usually 
docked. 

•  They are known for their beautiful silvery 
coat and are nicknamed the “Grey Ghost.” 

•  Their coat is smooth and short and easy 
to groom. They need a brushing once a 
week and ears should be cleaned weekly. 

•  Weimaraners are good family dogs provided the 
family is active and involves the dog in their daily 
routine and outdoor trips. 

•  They were bred to hunt and need daily, vigorous 
exercise to keep them happy and from becoming 
destructive. 

•  They are very intelligent and excel at training and 
most dog sports. 

West Highland  
Terrier

• Westies weigh from 15 to 20 pounds. 

•  Like most terriers, they have a sturdy build 
designed for digging out small rodents. 

•  They are all white with double coats that 
are hard to the touch. 

•  They don’t need a lot of grooming other 
than a weekly brushing and they do not 
shed often. 

•  They are considered a hypoallergenic 
breed. 

•  Westies are tenacious, feisty dogs who appear 
adorable but can be a tough dog for many owners. 

•  They are independent, intelligent dogs and they 
respond well to training and active sports. 

•  They are not a good choice for homes with young 
children as they can be nippy. 

•  They love digging and need to be kept in a secure 
yard that they can’t dig through. 

Wheaten Terrier 

•  Wheaten Terriers weigh from 30 to 40 
pounds. 

•  They are medium-sized dogs with small 
ears. A rectangular head and almond-
shaped eyes. 

•  They have a single coat that is soft and 
wavy that covers their eyes. 

•  They get their name from the pale wheat 
color of their coat.  

•  Westies are tenacious, feisty dogs who appear 
adorable but can be a tough dog for many owners. 

•  They are independent, intelligent dogs and they 
respond well to training and active sports. 

•  They are not a good choice for homes with young 
children as they can be nippy.

•  They love digging and need to be kept in a secure 
yard that they can’t dig through. 

Yorkshire Terrier 

• Yorkies weigh only three to five pounds. 

•  They have pricked ears, a fine-boned 
body and a medium-length muzzle with a 
scissor bite. 

•  Their coat is long and silky with a dark 
steel blue and gold color pairing. 

•  They have high grooming needs unless 
you decide to trim their coat. They need 
daily brushings, weekly baths, and an 
occasional trimming. The hair on their 
heads is usually kept in a top knot. 

•  Yorkies have a terrier’s high prey drive and can be 
very territorial. 

•  They love people but can be aggressive toward  
other dogs. 

•  Their small size makes them best suited for homes 
with older children. 

•  They tend to bark a lot and also can be difficult to 
house train. 

•  They need a moderate amount of exercise and are 
good apartment dogs. 
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