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Fabric Advent Calendar with  
Christmas Tree Motif 

Materials and Equipment 

• 1 yard cotton broadcloth, quilting fabric, or 
flannel for the background 

• 1 yard fabric for sewn-on trees (You can use 
coordinated pieces of quilting fabric as shown 
in the example. You will need enough fabric 
to cut 48, 3-1/2 inch x 4 inch triangles. 
Backing fabric for the sewn-on trees can be a 
contrasting color if you wish.) 

• 24 sew-on snaps 
• Temporary adhesive for fabric 
• ½ inch wooden dowels (2) 
• Straight pins 
• Fabric marking pen or pencil 
• Scissors 
• Ruler 
• T-square or yard stick 
• Sewing machine 
• Small adhesive numbers or fabric markers 

 

Instructions 

  

1. Using the template at the right, cut 24 
triangles for the front of the trees and another 
24 triangles in the same fabric or a 
contrasting fabric for the back. The triangles 
will be 3-½ inches tall and 4 inches wide. 

2. Match up one of the “front” triangles with one 
of the “backs”. With right sides together, fold 
up the bottom of each triangle ¼ inch and pin 
the front and back together. Repeat with the 
remaining 23 pairs of triangles. 

3. Machine stitch a ¼ inch seam along the sides 
of each pair of triangles together, leaving the 
bottom of the “tree” open. 
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4. Cut backing fabric to 28 inches by 34 inches.
5. The backing will be longer vertically than it is wide; that is, it will be in portrait 

format.
6. Sew ½ inch hems along the vertical edges of the backing fabric.
7. Sew 1 inch hems along the top and bottom of the backing fabric, leaving room to 

slide the dowels through the open ends of the hems.
8. Iron a vertical center line in the backing fabric.
9. Turn and iron each of the triangles (trees). Use a chopstick or pencil to make 

sure the point in the tree turns properly.
10. Make a small mark on the sides of each triangle 2 inches down from the top 

point.
11. Apply a small dot of fabric adhesive to the back of each tree.
12. Place the trees as shown in the layout

template. You may want to use a
yard stick or t-square to help you with the
layout. When you are happy with the
placement of the trees, pin each tree for
stitching. Note that one of the trees that
makes up the stem of the big tree shape
is upside down. 

13. Carefully top stitch the trees from the
mark you have made on one side to the
mark on the other, so that a triangle can
fold down from the top. (The upside down
triangle at the base should be sewn to the
bottom point, leaving the wide end open.)

14. When all trees have been sewn to the
backing fabric, clip threads.

15. Sew a small snap to the tip of each triangle and the other half of the snap to the
backing. (For the upside down triangle, center the snap at the top of the wide end
instead.) This will allow you to open and close the “tree” pockets to place treats
inside.

16. Iron the backing and trees.
17. Add the numbers 1 to 24 to the pockets to signify the days of the advent of

Christmas. You can use stick on vinyl numbers, embroidered numbers, or
numbers written with a wide permanent marker or a paint pen. The sample uses
contrasting vinyl letters that can be removed if the calendar needs to be washed.

18. Run dowels through the top and bottom hems and hang the calendar on the wall.

Tree Layout 


